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Buy American

Lawmakers push ‘Buy American’ resolutions   Sutton and state Sen. Sue Morano, D-Lorain, gathered Monday with labor leaders at the United Steelworkers Local 1104 union hall to support “Buy American” resolutions.

N.D. Senate: Agencies should buy U.S.-made flags   North Dakota’s state agencies and local governments should buy American flags from U.S. manufacturers, but local businesses should not be barred from selling imported flags, the state Senate has decided.

Infrastructure
Cities fret that stimulus will drive up project costs   Since the country's economic downturn, the price of asphalt has declined some, but public officials worry that prices will rise again as stimulus projects start, and the bidding environment may not be ideal as projects flood the market, keeping available contractors busy.

Michigan Senate panel OKs stimulus road funding   A Michigan Senate panel has voted to authorize $873 million in federal stimulus money to pay for road, bridge and other transportation projects in the state.

Illinois Dept. of Defense facilities to share $38 million from federal stimulus   Illinois' Department of Defense facilities will get more than $38 million from the federal stimulus program.

Sen. Dick Durbin says the money will be used to repair buildings that support and house U.S. troops. He says those projects will create jobs quickly.
Economic Stimulus
Labor pushes bills to secure stimulus unemployment funds   Organized labor on Tuesday backed legislation to bypass Gov. Bob Riley’s refusal to secure about $100 million in federal unemployment compensation stimulus funds.

Democrats Plan to Cut Billions From Obama's Budget Request Democratic leaders also are scrapping Mr. Obama's plan to direct more money to the financial sector bailout and restore some of the money-saving budget moves the president said he eliminated last month when he unveiled his $3.6 trillion request for the fiscal year that begins in October, the Washington Post reported.

The president is headed to Capitol Hill on Wednesday afternoon to try to drum up support for his budget plan from his former colleagues in Congress.

Green Energy
Sustainable building plans greenest of green To solidify Oregon's reputation as the center of all things environmentally sound, Portland may soon be home to the greenest large building in the world.

More than a dozen businesses, nonprofits and universities are working with the Oregon University System to create the Oregon Sustainability Center, a high-rise office building near Portland State University that would showcase the region's expertise in developing and designing earth-friendly buildings.

"This is like building a green stake in the ground in Portland," said Jay Kenton, vice chancellor of the Oregon University System. "We're going to do something no one else has done. It's going to brand us as a leader in many ways in doing that."

The Truth About All Those Green Jobs It's no wonder that the "green jobs" chant has become a chorus. What's not to like about the prospect of millions of newly created and hard-to-outsource positions? Particularly if they are filled by people hard at work designing and building and installing the very equipment that will overhaul the nation's energy habit—replacing, or at least diminishing, the nation's addiction to oil with plentiful, renewable, made-in-America energy. This idyllic vision is being trumpeted in newly Democratic Washington. As President Obama, who is planning to create 5 million jobs with a $150 billion investment, puts it, "A green, renewable-energy economy isn't some pie-in-the-sky, far-off future. It is now. It is creating jobs now."
Help Wanted: Prepare for a green economy The president talks about a green economy and the governor talks about creating green jobs, but what are they, and how can you get one?

'Green' comes with a lot of definitions and a lot of different interpretations. The most common is doing existing jobs better by being more resourceful with energy and resources, by managing your waste better, and using healthier and more sustainable materials.
Governor signs Indiana coal-gasification bill Gov. Mitch Daniels signed a bill into law Tuesday that allows the state's finance authority to negotiate long-term contracts to buy and sell synthetic natural gas from a planned southern Indiana coal-gasification plant.

Economy v. Environment: Can the Stimulus Really Be Green? The business community’s argument that the Environmental Protection Agency’s power to regulate greenhouse-gas emissions jeopardizes the entire stimulus plan got smacked down pretty quickly. But that doesn’t mean the latent contradictions between simulating the economy and fighting climate change aren’t still there.
